
Ask how many people have used MLA style to cite before. Ask what they have found 

most confusing about it.
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Remind students that they already learned in the tutorial about why citing is important, 

what MLA is used for, and how to create citations for basic materials like books or 

articles. Mention that in the Humanities citing can be extra tricky, though, because the 

works often have special circumstances or unusual rules. Say we’re going to focus today 

on those unusual rules since that is what they need to be able to cite the kinds of works 

they’re reading in the class. Go over the learning outcomes.
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Keep this slide brief. Remind students that they learned about these in the tutorial so 

we won’t cover all of them in depth. In particular, discuss the difference between title 

of source and title of container, and discuss what a container is—point out that the 

Norton book is a container. Mention that other contributors can be people like editors 

or translators. Highlight that not all the information will be present for all of these 

elements and if it doesn’t exist, leave it out. 
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Each element will appear as you advance the slide. This is an example of a work within 

a container. Show where the play is in the Norton book. Go over each element, 

explaining what it is and where it can be found in the Norton book. Point out 

punctuation too and mention it has to be followed exactly. The citation should also be 

double spaced and have a hanging indent.
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At first only in-text example will be shown. Point out that the author name and line 

number go in the parentheses. There are no act or book numbers because this play 

doesn’t have them. When the slide advances, the citation example we looked at earlier 

will appear. Show that whatever is in the parentheses has to tie directly to the start of 

the bib entry.
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Point out that more than 4 lines gets indented and doesn’t have quotation marks, and 

that the line breaks are shown as they are in the version we have. Point out that 

because the author is unknown, we use the title of the work and because it’s an epic 

poem, it gets italicized. Then we include the tablet number and lines.
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