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Start off with Preferred Names 

  

 

 



Vocabulary associated with Preferred Name(s) in RDA 

• Name:  Word, character, or group of words 
and/or characters by which a person is known   

• Preferred Name: Form to be used when 
constructing the authorized access point in 
bibliographic records and IXX field of name 
authority records 

• Variant Name:  Form used in variant access 
points (4XX fields in name authority records) 

  

 

 



More Vocabulary for Preferred Names in RDA 

• Access Point:  Name, term, code, etc., 
representing a specific person  

• Authorized Access Point:  Standardized access 
point representing an entity; uses the 
preferred name for the person 

• Variant Access Point:  Alternative to the 
authorized access point representing an 
entity; constructed using a variant name for 
that person  

 
  

 

 



Preferred Form of Name 

• Choose the form most commonly known 

• Variant spellings:  choose the form found in the first 
resource received 

• For names containing a surname, include words, etc., 
indicating relationships (e.g., Jr., Sr., IV) -- not just to 
differentiate 

– Marc:  encode the term in the 100 $c 

• Retain hyphens between forename and surname 

• Insert space after full stop following initials  
 



More info: Preferred Names 
• Form to be used when constructing the authorized access 

point in bibliographic records  

• Choose the form most commonly known 

• Variant spellings:  choose the form found on the first resource 
received 

• If an individual has more than one identity, choose the name 
associated with each identity as the preferred name for that 
identity. 

• If an individual uses one or more pseudonyms (including joint 
pseudonyms), consider the individual to have more than one 
identity. 

• If an individual uses his or her real name as well as one or 
more pseudonyms, consider the individual to have more than 
one identity. 

 
  

 

 



RDA now records a number of “attributes” of a person 

• Name of the person 

• Date associated with the person 

• Title of the person 

• Fuller form of name 

• Other designation associated with the person 

• Gender 

• Place of birth 

• Place of death 

• Country associated with the person 

• Place of residence 

• Address of the person 

• Affiliation 

• Language of the person 

• Field of activity of the person 

• Profession or occupation 

• Biographical information 

• Identifier for the person 

 



RDA authority record 
 

 



New fields for authority records 
046: special coded dates 

368: other attributes of person or corporate body 

370: associated place 

371: address 

372: field of activity 

373: affiliation 

374: occupation 

375: gender 

377: associated language 

380: form of work 

381: other distinguishing characteristics of work or expression 

382: medium of performance 

383: numeric designation of musical work 

384: key 

 

 



Preferred Name – Cal Ripken Jr. – Author Search 

 
  

 

 



Cal Ripken Jr. – Previous form 

 
  

 

 



Preferred Name – Cal Ripken Jr. -- Previous 

 
  

 

 



Preferred Name – Cal Ripken Jr. – RDA 

 
  

 

 



Preferred Name – Cal Ripken Jr. – Author Search 2 

 
  

 

 



Preferred Name – Cal Ripken Jr. -- RDA 

 
  

 

 



Preferred Name – Cal Ripken Jr. – RDA 

 
  

 

 



Preferred Name – Cal Ripken Jr. – Authority Record 

 
  

 

 



Preferred Name – J. K. Rowling – Author Search 

 
  

 

 



Preferred Name – J. K. Rowling – Author Search 

 
  

 

 



Preferred Name – Joanne Rowling – Author Search 

 
  

 

 



Personal Name Headings 
 

 



Preferred names – Three generations 
 

 



Preferred names Hank Williams – Three generations -- Headings 
 

 



Preferred names Hank Williams – Heading 
 

 



Preferred names Hank Williams – Heading 
 

 



Preferred names Hank Williams – Three generations -- Headings 
 

 



Preferred Title: 

 

 

 
  

 

 



Preferred Title: 

• RDA defines the preferred title as:  the title or form of title 
chosen to identify the work. The preferred title is also the 
basis for the authorized access point representing that work. 

• When we record a title in the 245 field we are recording the 
title of the manifestation and we transcribe it exactly as it 
appears on the piece. 

• However, there are times when we also need to record the 
title differently either to help the patron find ta particular 
work or to distinguish a particular work from other works by 
the same name. 

• For example, how many titles have been used on books of 
Mother Goose rhymes? 

 

 

 
  

 

 



More Preferred Title = Uniform Title 
• In RDA, the term “uniform title” has been replaced with the “preferred title 
for the work,” a core element defined in RDA as “the title or form of title 
chosen as the basis for the authorized access point representing that work.” 

• General guidelines for choosing and recording preferred titles for works and 
points out the purposes for using authorized access points representing 
works and expressions: 

a) Bringing together all descriptions of resources embodying a work when 
various expressions or manifestations of the work have appeared under 
various titles 

b) Identifying a work when the title by which it is known differs from the title 
proper of the resource being described 

c) Differentiating between two or more works with the same title 

d) Organizing hierarchical displays of descriptions for resources embodying 
different expressions of a work 

e) Referencing a related work or a related expression 



Preferred Title = 

Uniform titles 

• The uniform title, which goes in the 240 field (or 130 
field if it is the authorized access point), is now called 
the “preferred title.” 

• There are several small changes to its use under RDA.  

• When one work is published simultaneously in two 
languages, the preferred title is that of the first book 
received, not of the book published in the United 
States.  

•This is in keeping with the international character of 
RDA. 

 

 

 
  

 

 



Uniform Title Examples: 

• 100 1# $a Faulkner, William, $d 1897-1962. 

• 240 1# $a Short stories. $k Selections 

• 245 10 $a Hunting stories / $c William Faulkner ; introduction by Cleanth 
Brooks ; etchings by Neil Welliver. 

• 505 0# $a The old people -- The bear. 

• 700 12 $a Faulkner, William, $d 1897-1962. $t Old people. 

• 700 12 $a Faulkner, William, $d 1897-1962. $t Bear. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
• 100 1# $a Poe, Edgar Allan, $d 1809-1849. 

• 240 10 $a Works. $k Selections. $f 2008 

• 245 14 $a The raven ; $b The pit and the pendulum. 

• 700 12 $a Poe, Edgar Allan, $d 1809-1849. $t Raven. 

• 700 12 $a Poe, Edgar Allan, $d 1809-1849. $t Pit and the pendulum. 

 

 

 



Compilation of Two Works by the Same Creator 

RDA with alternative for conventional collective title 

 

100  $a Miller, Arthur, $d 1915-2005 

240  $a Plays. $k Selections 

245 $a The Archbishop’s ceiling; and, The American Clock : $b 
two plays / $c Arthur Miller, with an introduction by the 
author. 

700  $a Miller, Arthur, $d 1915-2005. $t Archbishop’s ceiling. 

700  $a Miller, Arthur, $d 1915-2005. $t American clock. 

 
 



Compilation of Multiple Works by the Same Creator, non-English $t 

RDA with alternative for conventional collective title 

• 100 1# $a Petterson, Per, $d 1952- 

• 240 10 $a Novels. $l English. $k Selections 

• 245 10 $a Three Norwegian novels / $c Per Petterson. 

• 505 0# $a Out stealing horses -- To Siberia -- In the wake. 

• 700 12 $a Petterson, Per, $d 1952- $t Ut og stjæle hester. $l 
English. 

• 700 12 $a Petterson, Per, $d 1952- $t Til Sibir. $l English. 

• 700 12 $a Petterson, Per, $d 1952- $t I kjølvannet. $l English. 

 
 


