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 CARLI currently provides 3 interfaces for the online catalog:
 VuFind 0.6 (open source) 
 New VuFind (open source) 
 WebVoyage (packaged with Voyager, from Ex Libris)

 Patron information (such as charges, requests, fines/fees, and 
blocks) is available in all interfaces.

 VuFind will be the primary focus for today.

 Libraries may use/purchase other discovery layers at their 
discretion and cost (examples: WorldCat, Primo, Summon, 
EBSCO, etc.).

OPAC INTERFACES

2



 WebVoyage
 The OPAC interface that comes packaged with Voyager.
 Local catalogs are available for each I-Share library.
 No I-Share union catalog version.

 VuFind
 Open source interface initially developed and currently maintained 

by Villanova University's Falvey Memorial Library.
 Local catalogs are available for each I-Share library.
 I-Share union catalog is available.

OPAC INTERFACES
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 VuFind 0.6: 
 CARLI began using VuFind in Fall of 2007. 
 At the time the product was not set up for consortia, and was not 

ready for consortial development, so CARLI “forked a branch” from 
the development tree.

 CARLI still troubleshoots issues; but no longer does enhancements 
to 0.6.

 New VuFind:
 In 2016, CARLI staff began working on VuFind 3.
 New VuFind is significantly different than our forked version of 

VuFind 0.6, so we consider it a new system, rather than an upgrade.
 CARLI is actively participating in the development of VuFind.
 Running version 4.1 as of December 2017.

OPAC INTERFACES
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The I-Share welcome screen https://i-share.carli.illinois.edu/
allows patrons to select their institution and OPAC version.

 I’ll time you as you take a look at each version of the OPAC. 
Write down three initial observations of each.

3 MINUTES, 3 OBSERVATIONS, THRICE
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 New VuFind: https://i-share.carli.illinois.edu/vf-trt/

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

3 MINUTES, 3 OBSERVATIONS, THRICE
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 VuFind 0.6: https://vufind.carli.illinois.edu/vf-trt/

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

3 MINUTES, 3 OBSERVATIONS, THRICE
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 WebVoyage: https://webvoyage.carli.illinois.edu/trt/

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

3 MINUTES, 3 OBSERVATIONS, THRICE
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 What are the differences between New VuFind, VuFind 0.6, and 
WebVoyage?

https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/i-share/opac/opac_differences

3 MINUTES, 3 OBSERVATIONS, TWICE- NOTDONE
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 Today’s cataloging
 Left-anchored searches
 Holdings keyword searches
 “Command mode” searches

 Video available from the I-Share OPAC webpage:
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/i-share/opac
under “Classic (version 6) WebVoyage Searches, Indexes & Displays”

IN WEBVOYAGE BUT NEITHER VERSION OF VUFIND

10

https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/i-share/opac


 More modern look & feel
 I-Share Union Catalog
 UB (I-Share) requests 
 Facets for narrowing searches
 HathiTrust public domain, electronic full-text materials records
 CARLI consortially-purchased ebook collection (over 3,800 titles)
 Open Textbook Library records (420 titles)
 Greater functional accessibility
 Mobile-friendly interface
 Ongoing development with New VuFind

IN BOTH VERSIONS OF VUFIND, BUT NOT WEBVOYAGE
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 Logging in
 VuFind 0.6: users create own username and password
 New VuFind: last name/barcode or can work with Shibboleth

 Call Number Searching
 VuFind 0.6: not available.
 New VuFind: https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/i-

share/opac/vufind3-callnumbers

 HathiTrust public domain, electronic full-text materials records
 VuFind 0.6: CARLI loaded 1.2 million records in 2012; these records 

are static.
 New VuFind: HathiTrust records are updated weekly.

BRIEF LIST OF DIFFERENCES BETWEEN VERSIONS OF VUFIND
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 Mobile-friendly interface
 VuFind 0.6: Local Catalog only http://m.carli.illinois.edu/vf-xxx
 New VuFind: Local and I-Share catalog available with responsive web 

design for any device

Ongoing development
 VuFind 0.6: Frozen
 New VuFind: Ongoing!

https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/i-share/opac/new-
vufind-faq

You can keep up on our progress on reported enhancements and issues 
over on GitHub.

BRIEF LIST OF DIFFERENCES BETWEEN VERSIONS OF VUFIND, CONT’D
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 Redirection is library’s responsibility. 
 (We don’t manage your library’s webpage.)

 CARLI’s OPAC webpage> Connecting to I-Share: 
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/i-share/opac

 URL to use for OPAC:
 https://i-share.carli.illinois.edu/vf-xxx/ (New VuFind local)
 https://i-share.carli.illinois.edu/all/vf-xxx/ (New VuFind I-Share catalog)
 http://vufind.carli.illinois.edu/vf-xxx (VuFind 0.6 local)
 http://vufind.carli.illinois.edu/all/vf-xxx (VuFind 0.6 I-Share catalog)
 https://webvoyage.carli.illinois.edu/xxx (WebVoyage)

 URL to use for New Titles List:
 https://i-share.carli.illinois.edu/vf-xxx/Search/NewItem (New VuFind local)
 https://webvoyage.carli.illinois.edu/newbooks/newbooks.cgi?library=xxxdb

(VuFind 0.6 local/WebVoyage)

DEPLOYING YOUR OPAC
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 CARLI’s OPAC webpage> Connecting to I-Share: 
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/i-share/opac

 Link Builder (“The Right URL to Use”)
 https://www.carli.illinois.edu/buildlink/index.cgi

 OPAC Search Box Builder:
 https://wro.carli.illinois.edu/boxBuilder/opac-search-box-builder.php

DEPLOYING YOUR OPAC
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 WebVoyage- mostly frozen
 Limited customization still supported 

http://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/i-share/opac/wv-cust-
within-dflt-wv6
 Recommended: Banner that appears at the top of every page
 Recommended: “Logout URL" to which users go when they click the 

WebVoyage "Quit" button
 Recommended: Instructions on the Patron Logon page

 Optional: Request button (add or remove)
 Optional: Type of call number search that appears on the WebVoyage Quick 

Search page
 Optional: Location Limit, Quick Limit options
 Optional: New Titles List button (add or remove)
 Optional: WebVoyage as an SFX "Source"
 Optional: Links to Syndetics Solutions' cover images and other record 

enhancements

CUSTOMIZATION OPTIONS
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 VuFind 0.6 Customization Form
 https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/i-share/opac/VuFcustom
 Banner/Header, Footer
 Help Text for:

 Login 
 Account creation 

page
 Fine/Fee-paying 

instructions
 Request help link
 Other customizations 

to consider:
 Colors
 Links
 HathiTrust
 Syndetics
 Reserves
 Classic Search
 Mobile interface

CUSTOMIZATION OPTIONS
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 New VuFind Customization Form
 https://www.carli.illinois.edu/new-vufind-customization
 Banner/Header
 Help Text for:

 Landing Page 
 Login

 Other customizations 
to consider:
 Colors
 Headers/Labels
 Links
 Syndetics

CUSTOMIZATION OPTIONS
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 Even before UB integration, and UC loads:
 Local catalog will contain your local data
 Local call slip requests are possible 

(if your library chose to enable them in SysAdmin)

LOCAL OPAC, BEFORE UB INTEGRATION AND UC LOADS
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 Users log in to their account with Last Name and Barcode. 

ACCOUNT CREATION AND LOGIN- WEBVOYAGE
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 User creates own identity(ies) in VuFind
 Syncing and Re-profiling
 Frequently Asked Questions about VuFind (0.6) Accounts or Logins:

https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/i-share/opac/vf-login-faq

ACCOUNT CREATION AND LOGIN- VUFIND 0.6
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 Most users log in to Your Account with Last Name and Barcode. 
 As of January 2018, users from Millikin University, North Park 
University, Northern Illinois University, Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale, University of Illinois at Chicago, University 
of Illinois at Springfield, and University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign log in with their campus credentials.

ACCOUNT CREATION AND LOGIN- NEW VUFIND
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 Possible Request Scenarios: AAA, AAB, ABA, ABB, ABC
 Patron; Item’s Library; Pick Up Library
 AAA: Local patron; local item; pick up at local library.
 AAB: Local patron; local item; pick up at another I-Share library.
 ABA: Local patron; other I-Share library’s item; pick up at local library. 

(most common)

 ABB: Local patron; other I-Share library’s item; pick up at item’s library.
 ABC: Local patron; other I-Share library’s item; pick up at third I-Share 

library.
 Requests from ILLINET libraries

HOW DO REQUESTS WORK? 
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 WebVoyage: local catalog only

HOW DO REQUESTS WORK? REQUEST BUTTONS

24



 VuFind 0.6: 
Local Catalog

 If local call 
slip is enabled, 
the “Request 
Item” button 
will be visible for 
all items.

 If local call 
slip is not 
enabled, the 
button will not 
be visible.

HOW DO REQUESTS WORK? REQUEST BUTTONS
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 VuFind 0.6:
I-Share Catalog

HOW DO REQUESTS WORK? REQUEST BUTTONS
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 New VuFind:
Local Catalog

 If local call slip 
is enabled, the 
Request Item link 
will be shown. 
 If local call slip 
is not enabled, the 
link will not be 
shown.

HOW DO REQUESTS WORK? REQUEST BUTTONS
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 New VuFind:
I-Share Catalog

HOW DO REQUESTS WORK? REQUEST BUTTONS
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 Favorites
 Remember- saving items to a list does not “request” it.

New VuFind:

 VuFind 0.6:

HOW DO REQUESTS WORK? FAVORITES
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 “available” ≠ requestable

HOW DO REQUESTS WORK? “AVAILABLE” ≠ REQUESTABLE
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HOW DO REQUESTS WORK? “AVAILABLE” ≠ REQUESTABLE
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 “available” ≠ requestable



LIVE OPAC DEMO

32



 … and a break, while we transition to the staff view of 
requesting

QUESTIONS?
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