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Today’s Agenda

• Brief overview of default Primo VE configurations for Display, Facets, and 

Search

• What are Local Fields for Primo VE?

• Which Local Fields have been set up for I-Share by CARLI?

• How to configure consortial Local Fields for Full Record display, Brief Record 

display, Advanced Search, and Facets

• Q&A

Presenters

• Jessica Gibson - Associate Director of System Services, CARLI

• Matt Short – Associate Professor, Head of Technical Services, Northern Illinois 

University

• Margaret Heller – Head of Digital Services, DePaul University



DEFAULT PRIMO VE CONFIGURATIONS FOR DISPLAY, FACET, AND SEARCH

Ex Libris documentation: 

Mapping to the Display, 

Facets, and Search Sections 

in the Primo VE Record

• Lists the default fields and 

MARC definitions mapped 

for display, facet, and 

search.

• However, not all default 

fields are configured for 

display, facet, and search 

out of the box.

A portion of the Primo VE mapping table for display.

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/120Other_Configurations/Mapping_to_the_Display%2C_Facets%2C_and_Search_Sections_in_the_Primo_VE_Record
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/120Other_Configurations/Mapping_to_the_Display%2C_Facets%2C_and_Search_Sections_in_the_Primo_VE_Record
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/120Other_Configurations/Mapping_to_the_Display%2C_Facets%2C_and_Search_Sections_in_the_Primo_VE_Record


Local Fields for Primo VE are additional MARC fields that can be configured to 

display and be used for searching and faceting beyond the default fields.

I-Share institutions can set up Local Fields for Primo VE in their Alma IZs, but in our 

shared consortial environment, Local Fields have effects beyond just your local Primo 

VE instance.

WHAT ARE LOCAL FIELDS?



Background: Shared bib records are stored in the Alma Network Zone (NZ), while 

local details are stored in the institution zone (IZ). Local details include a library's 

inventory records--holdings, items, portfolios--and local bibliographic details such as 

notes and local headings that are relevant to the library's users.

A Local Extension is a MARC bibliographic tag that may be added to a shared NZ bib 

record via the Alma Metadata Editor, but the data in it is stored and visible only in the 

IZ copy of the bib record. 

Local Extensions may be applied only for the following MARC fields:

090-099, 590-599, 690-699, 770-779, 780-789, 900-999

LOCAL FIELDS ARE NOT LOCAL EXTENSIONS



CARLI’s consortial documentation on Local Extensions:

How-To: Using Local Extensions for Copy-Specific Bibliographic Data

I-Share Common Definitions for Local Extensions

Ex Libris documentation about Local Extensions:

Adding Local Extensions to Bibliographic Records in the Network Zone

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT LOCAL EXTENSIONS

https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/i-share/physical-res-man/howto-localext
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https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Product_Documentation/010Alma_Online_Help_(English)/100Collaborative_Networks/03_Managing_Records_in_Consortia/010Network-Managed_Records_in_a_Network_Zone#Adding_Local_Extensions_to_Bibliographic_Records_in_the_Network_Zone


Every I-Share library can use Local Fields numbered 1-50 in their IZ. 

Some may have already been set up in your IZ by Ex Libris staff upon migration 

to Alma.

Consortial Local Fields are numbered 51-100.

These are configured centrally in the NZ and distributed to all IZs. 

• I-Share libraries can choose to use them or not. How to set them up to use them will be 

covered later in this session.

• I-Share libraries may adjust the field names and definitions, if desired.

• The CARLI Discovery Primo VE Committee chose fields that we thought would help 

most libraries and that had been used in our previous VuFind system. 

• If you have a suggestion for another consortial field, contact CARLI Support.

Local Fields in Primo VE for I-Share documents the consortial Local Fields.

LOCAL FIELDS FOR I-SHARE

https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/i-share/discovery-interface/local_fields
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/i-share/discovery-interface/local_fields
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/i-share/discovery-interface/local_fields


REVIEW LOCAL FIELDS

• Open Alma Configuration 

(Ctrl + Alt + C)

• Local Fields can be found 

under Discovery > Display 

Configuration > Manage 

display and local fields

• Review fields 1-50 (IZ) 

and 51-100 (NZ)

Manage Display and Local Fields table in Alma Configuration



MARC METHOD FIELDS

• Limited to 09X, 5XX, 

69X, and 9XX ($a only)

• Already indexed by Ex 

Libris

• Each can accommodate up 

to 20 MARC fields

• Note which fields have 

been configured in your IZ 

to avoid duplication when 

configuring for 

search/display

• If desired, edit the display 

label here
Options when defining a Local Field



NORMALIZATION RULE METHOD FIELDS

• Normalization Rule fields 

consist of custom Norm 

Rules (HT Orbis Cascade)

• Not indexed automatically

• Norm Rules should not be 

edited in the IZ

• If there’s a problem with 

an existing rule, please 

report to CARLI

Normalization Rule for local_field_54



DUPLICATE DEFAULT VIEW

• Open Alma Configuration 

(Ctrl + Alt + C) again

• Views can be found under 

Discovery > Display 

Configuration > Configure 

Views

• Duplicate your default 

View for testing

Options to Edit and Duplicate a Primo VE View



ADD A LOCAL FIELD TO  FULL DISPLAY

• Full Record Services > 

Details > Configure > Add 

Field

• Add fields, then click 

done. Multiple fields can 

be added to each row.

• Confirm field code and 

name to avoid duplication

• Should be immediately 

available in your test view

Add a Local Field to the Full Record Display



ADD A LOCAL FIELD TO ADVANCED SEARCH

• Advanced Search 

Configuration > List of 

Indexes > Add Index

• Only fields configured for 

advanced search are 

available here.

• New indexes may not be 

immediately available, so 

wait before testing

Add a Search Index



ADD A LOCAL FIELD TO LOCAL FACET

• Brief Results > Facets > 

Add a Local Facet

• Only fields configured for 

facets will be available 

here

• Automatically enabled and 

in alphanumeric order

• Wait to test

Add a Local Facet



TESTING LOCAL FIELDS

• Three ways to test:

• With known records

• With dummy records

• With Indication Rules

• If a local field is not 

displaying correctly, and 

the problem is not with the 

data, report to CARLI

382 in OCLC Bib Formats



Live Demonstration: 

How to configure consortial Local Fields for Full Record display, Advanced 

Search, and Facets



Ex Libris Documentation:

How to Add a Field to a Display Line in the Brief Record – This procedure allows you 

to add the local field to a display line in the record's brief record section.

How to Configure the Details Service to add the field to the Full Record – This 

procedure allows you to display the local field in the Details section on the full record 

display page.

How to Add a Search Index – This procedure allows you to add the local search field 

on the Advanced Search page. "Enable field for search" must be checked first in the 

field definition.

How to Add a Local Facet – This procedure allows you to add the local facet on the 

Brief Results page. "Enable field for facet" must be checked first in the field 

definition.

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/050Display_Configuration/010Configuring_Discovery_Views_for_Primo_VE#Adding_a_Field_to_a_Display_Line
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/050Display_Configuration/010Configuring_Discovery_Views_for_Primo_VE#Configuring_the_Details_Service
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/050Display_Configuration/010Configuring_Discovery_Views_for_Primo_VE#Adding_a_Search_Index.2C_Resource_Type.2C_or_Language_to_Advanced_Searches
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/050Display_Configuration/010Configuring_Discovery_Views_for_Primo_VE#Adding_a_Local_Facet
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