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Geographic and Subject Coverage of Area Studies Collections

• Many new area studies programs that emphasize 
collaboration with other Title VI National Resource 
Centers and more global and comparative perspective 
bode well for the future of area studies in the 
increasingly global environment

• This may allow international studies to develop a new 
and exciting synergy between the study of local and 
regional issues and the inquiry into global and 
transnational phenomena (e.g., recent initiatives such 
as “Worldly Region: Latin America in Global 
Perspective” and “The Global Informatics Project,”    
developed by the UIUC area studies centers)
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Geographic and Subject Coverage of Area Studies Collections

• Area studies have demonstrated their interdisciplinary 
nature rooted in rich vernacular resources that allow them 
to present the non-Western perspective, which is critical to 
the understanding of different regions and cultures

• This can help to inform the research of global and 
transnational phenomena as experienced at the level of 
regional entities

• At the same time an old model of are studies focusing 
exclusively on one regional entity or even one region is no 
longer relevant
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Geographic and Subject Coverage of 
Area Studies Collections

• Area studies collections span broad geographic areas and include various 
regions of the world

• Traditionally, area studies collections include Slavic and East European, 
African Studies, Latin American and Caribbean Studies, Asian Studies (East 
Asian and South Asian).  Some libraries also include Germanic and 
Scandinavian Studies collections as part of the area studies collections

• Languages that are covered include: Slavic (e.g. Russian, Polish, Czech, 
etc.) and East European non-Slavic (e.g. Hungarian, Latvian, Lithuanian, 
etc.), Asian (CJK, Indian languages, etc.), Romance languages (French, 
Spanish, Portuguese, Italian), African languages (Swahili, etc).

• Subject coverage is wide and includes language and literature, political 
science, history, economics, culture, religion, art, science, etc. 
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Digital International and Area Studies 
Content in CARLI’s Vufind

• HathiTrust and Google Book Digitization
• OCA (Digitized Books from the University of Illinois and 

Open Content Alliance)
• Digital Content from Foreign Digital Libraries (e.g. 

Europeana)
• UIUC Digital Content Creation (DCC) (e.g. Maps of Africa to 

1900-a checklist of maps in atlases and geographical 
journals in the collections of the University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign. The index/checklist is digitized and is 
available through Vufind, but individual (digitized) maps are 
only available through DCC Web page and Internet searches
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Examples of Digitized Titles in CARLI

• Full-text in HathiTrust
• Full-text in foreign digital libraries
• Limited (search-only) copy available in HathiTrust (but 

the same title may be available as full-text in non-
American digital repositories)

• Limited (search-only) option may still be viable to 
researchers (e.g. for searching archival texts)

• Digitized archival guides in PDF format (e.g. Archives of 
Ukraine digitized publications) 
http://www.archives.gov.ua/Eng/Publicat/guidebooks.
php
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Non-English Materials in the UIUC Collections

• Russian                                                   E-Format (not necessarily full-text access)
Total titles in Voyager: 255,257
Total volumes in Voyager: 467,995
Total E-Format titles in Voyager: 6,110   (digitized titles from HathiTrust 170)
Total titles in OCLC for HathiTrust: 210,709

• Spanish
Total titles in Voyager: 333,079
Total volumes in Voyager: 571,935
Total E-Format titles in Voyager: 2,915 (digitized titles from HathiTrust 315)
Total titles in OCLC for HathiTrust: 211,801

• Chinese
Total titles in Voyager: 135,622
Total volumes in Voyager: 205,494
Total E-Format titles in Voyager: 5,073 (digitized titles from HathiTrust 6)
Total titles in OCLC for HathiTrust: 185,324

• English
Total titles in Voyager: 3,311,006
Total volumes in Voyager: 10,002,598
Total E-Format titles in Voyager: 431,202 (digitized titles from HathiTrust 17,154)
Total titles in OCLC for HathiTrust: 2,517,364
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ARL 2011 SPEC Survey on Collecting 
Global Resources

• For this survey, global resources are defined as print and 
electronic library materials that are published outside the 
United States and Canada in any language on any topic. This 
may include but is not limited to traditional area studies 
materials, and it is not limited to resources typically 
associated with the field of Global Studies

• The survey is now closed at the result will be published 
shortly

• Executive summaries of SPEC surveys are available at no 
charge online at 
http://www.arl.org/resources/pubs/spec/complete.shtml
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ARL 2011 SPEC Survey on Collecting 
Global Resources

• Please estimate the percentage of electronic (digital 
and digitized) materials in your library’s global 
collections

• In the next five years do you expect the relative 
percentage of electronic materials and the 
expenditures for electronic materials to increase, 
decrease, or stay about the same?

• “Increase (for LAC): we are considering purchasing a 
great number of Argentinean books as e-books, if our 
provider makes them available at a reasonable cost.” 
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Conclusions
• More HathiTrust records need to be uploaded into CARLI
• More links to identified items that have been digitized by foreign 

digital depositories or  libraries need to be added to their print 
equivalents in our collections

• Beyond OPAC: specialized area studies collections only retrievable 
through Web searches (but not accessible through our online 
catalogs)

• Moving Library Metadata Toward Linked Data: Opportunities 
Provided by the eXtensible Catalog PDF Jennifer B. Bowen (DCMI 
Conference Papers) at: 
http://dcpapers.dublincore.org/index.php/pubs/issue/current

• Semantic Web and linked data example from the British Library at: 
http://bnb.data.bl.uk/doc/resource/014574450
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Internationalization of digital 
collections

• How to build a digital library / Ian H. Witten, David Bainbridge, and David 
M. Nichols

• Burlington, MA : Morgan Kaufmann Publishers, c2010
• Chapter 8-Internationalization : the global challenge
• This chapter highlights some issues that are involved when making digital 

libraries available in languages other than English, especially some issues 
with Chinese and other Asian languages: the so-called CJK (Chinese-
Japanese-Korean) family of languages as well as Hindi and other Indic 
languages that present many interesting problems for character coding 
that have not yet been entirely solved in Unicode-compliant applications 

• The chapter also gives give a comprehensive account of Unicode standard 
that aims to represent all the characters used in all the world’s languages
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