
I-SHARE ALMA PRIMO VE OFFICE HOURS WILL START SHORTLY

Welcome!

Office Hours will start at 2pm and 

run until 3pm.

Please mute your microphone.

As time permits, we will respond to 

questions typed in the chat box, and 

offline afterwards, as needed.

This session will be recorded and 

made available on the CARLI 

website. 



MAY 2023 NEW FEATURES RELEASE

Alma/Primo VE Open Office Hours

May 11, 2023



Today’s Agenda

• Announcements

• Alma May 2023 Release Highlights -

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Release_Notes/2023/

Alma_2023_Release_Notes?mon=202305BASE

• Primo VE May 2023 Release Highlights -

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Release_Notes/002

Primo_VE/2023/010Primo_VE_2023_Release_Notes?mon=202

305BASE

• Q & A

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Release_Notes/2023/Alma_2023_Release_Notes?mon=202305BASE
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Release_Notes/2023/Alma_2023_Release_Notes?mon=202305BASE
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Release_Notes/002Primo_VE/2023/010Primo_VE_2023_Release_Notes?mon=202305BASE
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Release_Notes/002Primo_VE/2023/010Primo_VE_2023_Release_Notes?mon=202305BASE
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Release_Notes/002Primo_VE/2023/010Primo_VE_2023_Release_Notes?mon=202305BASE


CARLI Announcements

Do you know about CARLI’s monthly newsletter?

April: https://www.carli.illinois.edu/carli-news-april-26-2023

CARLI Email Lists: https://www.carli.illinois.edu/email-lists

CARLI Calendar shows all upcoming events: 

https://www.carli.illinois.edu/calendar

https://www.carli.illinois.edu/carli-news-april-26-2023
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/email-lists
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/calendar


Alma May 2023 Release Highlights

• Resource Sharing 

• New Layout for Borrowing 

Requests

• New Fields in Borrowing 

Requests

• Resource Management

• Metadata Editor

• Import Profiles

• Material Types

• Electronic Resources

• Collection Level Management 

indication

• Overlap Analysis Tool

• Acquisitions

• Editable lines in closed invoices

• Analytics

• New Interface Rollout



Resource Sharing – New Layout for Borrowing 

Requests

– Now the only interface

– Features:

• Details pane

• Multiple facet selection

• Status and assignee 

information as facets



Resource Sharing – New Fields in Borrowing 

Requests



Resource Management – Metadata Editor

R.I.P. Alma Classic Metadata Editor

New Quick links Menu for MDE

– User-specific preferences

– Slides out from right

– Automatic shortcut keys

Bibliographic Rank

– Scores record depth and breadth

– Rank is searchable

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Media_Repository/Alma/Resource_Management/Bibliographic_Rank_Algorithm


Resource Management – Import Profiles

Import profiles: Skip validation issues

– Don’t force manual handling

– Skipped records found in job report



Resource Management – Material Types

Physical Material Types

– Config > Resources > General > Physical Material Type Descriptions

– Fixed size list of codes (ExL) and descriptions (institutions) applied to items

– Size of list increased from 107(-ish) to 127

– 15 generic types customizable to any local definition



Electronic Resources

CZUTL updates include collection level management 



Electronic Resources

• Alma’s Overlap Analysis Tool now supports physical titles as well as electronic 

titles

• This allows you to load a list of titles and check if they exist in your physical or 

electronic inventory

(Brief Demo)



Acquisitions – Editable lines in closed invoices

Selected fields within lines of closed invoices may now be edited.

– Handle data corrections from errors or migration surprises (especially subscriptions)

– Allows you to make invoice lines more identifiable

• Subscription dates range

• Additional information

• Subscription date overlap

• Price note

• Note

• Reporting Codes 1-5

– Enable/disable in Configuration

• Configuration > Acquisitions > General > Other Settings: allow_edit_closed_invoice_line



Analytics – New Interface Rollout

New Analytics interface rollout began in February 2023.

– “New” = analytics-in-the-Alma-UI for users, not designers

– Largely associated with widgets, scheduled reports, and dashboards delivered to users

– Updated schedule

• May: new interface is optional, per user details menu > feature rollout configuration

• August: new interface becomes institution default; may display old via user details menu

• November: new interface becomes standard; old version is retired

– Known issues with scheduling reports between old and new interfaces

This is not a change to the Analytics interface for designing reports.

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Product_Documentation/010Alma_Online_Help_(English)/080Analytics/03Working_with_Analytics_Objects/Transitioning_to_the_Analytics_New_Layout


Primo VE May 2023 Release Highlights

• Improved timeout experience
• User receives 60 seconds warning before timeout with option to extend their session.

• Exact phrase searching
• New “Equals exact phrase” option in Advanced Search for the Author, Title, or Subject.

• Resource type filter bar
• New option under the basic search box allows users to narrow their search results by resource types

• Filter fines by type on My Library Card
• New Fine Type filter in My Library Card to filter fines based on fine types: Active, All, Closed, In 

Dispute, and Transferred.



Primo VE – Improved Timeout Experience

• All of these are disabled by default; must be enabled

• Find under: Configuration > Discovery > Authentication > User Authentication > 

Authentication settings at bottom of page



Primo VE – Timeout Experience options

• Extend the session

• User receives message 60 seconds before timeout, and it will allow them to extend the session 

for another session period. 

• Extend the session to maximum

• Timeout message, PLUS allows user to extend session to the maximum period of 7 days (this 

maximum not configurable). 

• This setting takes precedence if both “Extend the session” and “Extend the session to maximum” 

options are enabled. 

• User setting for extending the session

• Adds the Automatically extend my session option to the My Library Card > Personal Details 

and Settings tab. 

• To enable, the display_user_settings parameter must also be set to true in the Discovery 

Customer Settings mapping table (Configuration > Discovery > Other > Customer Settings).



Primo VE – Exact Phrase Searching

Advanced Search option changes:

• Previously, the “Is (Exact)” option for Author, Title, and Subject field searches 

returned results that included the exact phrase but might also contain other words. 

• NEW: Name of the “Is (Exact)” option changed to “Contains exact phrase.” 

Behavior is the same.

• NEW: Users can now also choose  a new “Equals exact phrase” option that 

returns results in which the specified Author, Title, or Subject field contains only

the exact phrase. 



Primo VE – Enabling Exact Phrase Searching

• Must enable the new “Equals exact phrase” option in Configuration > Discovery 

> Display Configuration > Configure Views > Choose View > Advanced Search 

tab > Search Operators section (bottom of page)



Primo VE – Exact Phrase Searching in Primo VE

“Equals exact phrase” enabled for Author, Title, or Subject in Primo VE Advanced 

Search box:



Primo VE – Resource Type Filter Bar

New filter bar option for Resource Types below the Simple Search Box

• Shown below with the new filter bar enabled and five resource types added.

• The default search is for “All” resource types

• Allow user to pre-filter results by Resource Type

• Only the enabled resources (up to a maximum of 10 — 6 in the ribbon, then a 

More dropdown button) will appear for basic searches.

• Resource Types in the ribbon are not dependent on whether the search results 

contain items matching that resource type



Primo VE – Resource Type Filter Bar details

• Note: Due to variances in queries and indexing, results from selecting Facet 

resource types may differ from selecting the same type with the new Resource 

Type Filter Bar.

• Not on by default, must be enabled.

• Note: This new filter bar cannot be enabled when the Basic Search pre-filter for 

resource types or indexes is already enabled on the Advanced Search tab of the 

View configuration.



Primo VE – Resource Type Filter Bar configuration

To enable: Configuration > Discovery > Display Configuration > Configure Views > 

Choose View > Brief Results tab > Resource Types Filters Bar section (bottom of 

page)

• Check the box to Enable; Customize to edit Resource Types in the bar



Primo VE – Filter Fines by Type in My Library Card

• Allows user to filter fines based on the 

following fine types: Active, All, 

Closed, In Dispute, and Transferred. 

• The filter does not include all 

possible fine types, only those that 

are relevant to the user's current 

fines and fees.

• If there are only active fines, the 

Fines Type filter does not appear.

• This is available by default; no 

configuration required to enable.



Primo VE – Customization of Resource Type Mapping

Also in the May release:

• Customization of default system Resource Type definitions is now possible.

• Number of Local Resource Types increased to 50 (from 20).

• Any changes require a job to be run to recalculate the Resource Types of bibs.

• Please do not add Local Resource Types or customize the default system 

Resource Types until CARLI and the Discovery Primo VE Committee 

(DPVEC) have a chance to review this new information and make consortial

recommendations. Thank you!

• Watch for more information soon from DPVEC about consortial Local 

Resource Types!



Questions 

& Answers
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