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Agenda

● Context & background
● Opportunities
● Challenges
● Lessons Learned & 

Practical Considerations
● Further Reading
● Questions & Discussion



About DePaul University

● Largest Catholic 
University in the 
United States

● Two campuses in 
Chicago

● Diverse student 
body



First Year Student Demographics

https://offices.depaul.edu/enrollment-management/enrollment-summary/Documents/Enrollment%20Summary%202020.pdf

Central to DePaul’s mission 
is the commitment to the 
education of first 
generation college 
students, especially those 
from the diverse cultural 
and ethnic groups in the 
metropolitan area. 

https://offices.depaul.edu/enrollment-management/enrollment-summary/Documents/Enrollment%20Summary%202020.pdf


Library Renovation and Foundations for Success Initiative



Foundations for Success initiative

● Learning Commons

● Early Feedback

● Support for Transfer 
Students

● BlueStar Retention 
Solution Software



Information Commons vs. Learning Commons



Spaces & Services

1. Learning Commons 
2. Research Help 
3. Teaching & Learning 
4. Scholar’s Lab 
5. Collaborative Workspace 
6. Genius Squad  
7. Reading Room 



Spaces & Technology



Learning Commons at DePaul

https://dpuspecialcollections.omeka.net/exhibits/show/wisdom/item/189



Opportunities

Flexibility

Visibility 

Convenience 

Collaboration 

Cross-Pollination 

Marketing 



Challenges

Flexibility - Privacy

Visibility - Access

Convenience - Inconvenient

Collaboration - Competition

Cross-Pollination - Decentralization

Marketing - Invisibility



Lessons Learned & Practical Considerations

Planning

Space

Staffing

Assessment

Benefits



New Directions
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Questions & Discussion
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