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Using Standardized Rights Statements for Digital
Collections




e Brief overview of copyright
e Copyright determination tools

e Using RightsStatements.org







Copyright is...

“Copyright is a form of protection

grounded in the U.S. Constitution

and granted by law for original

works of authorship fixed in a

tangible medium of expression.

Copyright covers both published - United States
and unpublished works.” Copyright Office



1. Tangible

Copyright is... 2. Authored by a human

3. Original




Naruto et al v. David Slater




Copyright is complicated




Cornell University

Cornell University Library

5 COPYRIGHT INFORMATION CENTER
Tools:

Home About CopyrightBasics CopyrightClearance ComnellPolicies ForAuthorsand Faculty Resources

COpyrlght Copyright Term and the Public Domain in the United States

Download PDF

(See footnote 1)

Never Published, Never Registered Works?

Type of Work Copyright Term In the public domain in the U.S. asof 1
January 2019°

Unpublished works Life of the author + 70years ~ Works from authors who died before 1949

CO pyrig ht Te rm a n d th e P u b I iC DO m a i n i n th e ;ir::::i:!::du:::’rz‘r;?us and pseudonymous works, and works made for hire ::;ie:“rs from date of Works created before 1899

1 d Unpublished works when the death date of the author is not known* 120 years from date of Works created before 1899
United States

Works Registered or First Published in the U.S.
https://copyright.cornell.edu/publicdomain R

Before 1924 None None. In the public domain due to copyright expiration

Copyright Term *

1924 through 1977 Published without a copyright notice None. In the public domain due to failure to comply with required formalities

1978to 1 March 1989  Published without notice, and without subsequent registration  None. In the public domain due to failure to comply with required formalities
within 5 years

1978to 1 March 1989  Published without notice, but with subsequent registration 70 years after the death of author. If a work of corporate authorship, 95 years
within 5 years from publication or 120 years from creation, whichever expires first

1924 through 1963 Published with notice but copyright was not renewed None. In the public domain due to copyright expiration
1524 through 1963 Published with notice and the copyright was renewed® 95 years after publication date
1964 through 1977 Published with notice 95 years after publication date

1978to 1 March 1989  Created after 1977 and published with notice 70 years after the death of author. If a work of corporate authorship, 95 years
from publication or 120 years from creation, whichever expires first




. AR TOR Copyright Checkpoint  Aboutthis tool  Share your content  JSTOR Forum

Copyright Checkpoint “*

Copyright is complicated. But we're here to help!

Tools:
()
(4 Answer a few simple questions and examine the rights status of images and text in your collections.
O p .y r 1 g t Current Work: Venus of Willendorf

Current Author: Unknown sculptor

View history

Is the author of the work a natural person, anonymous,
pseudonymous, or was the work done as a work made for
hire?

« Natural person: The author is an identifiable person (e.g
Jeff Koons, Alice Walker, or Kanye West).

« Work made for hire: The author of the work may not be
-~ select one - the individual who actually created the work; it may be the
party that hired the individual creator in three
circumstances:

H H m « The work was created by an employee, as part of their
CO pyrl g ht C h eCpr| nt normal duties, (e.g. an illustrator employed by Disney

draws a cartoon), or

The individual creator and the hiring party enter into a
. written agreement, expressly stating that the work
http://co pyr' g ht_ a rtstor. Org/ created is to be considered a work made for hire, and
the work falls into one of nine categories specified in
1 t: (1) as a contribution to a
collective work, such as an article in a magazine; (2) as
a part of a motion picture or other audiovisual work; (3)
as a translation; (4) as a supplementary work, such as
an illustration, foreword, chart, or table to be used
together with a larger work; (5) as a compilation; (6) as
an instructional text; (7) as a test; (8) as answer
material for a test; or (9) as an atlas. See also

For pre-1978 works, the work was created at the
“instance and expense” of the hiring party, such as a
commissioned lllustration for an advertisement

« Anonymous author: Copies of the work identify no natural
person as author. (§ 101)

* Author used a pseudonym: Copies of the work identify
the author under a fictitious name. (§ 101)




Rights Portal

Tools: :
Copyright Rights
Statements

Resources
Portal

Coming soon!

Tools and resources supporting RightsStatements.org and

Cregtive Commens:implémentation

A L ©

Get Started Get in Touch Resources & Tools

) ) ) ) Standardized Rights Statement (SRS)
In this section we'll put a basic In this section we'll include links to . : 3
R ) es, including a full list of
what is this site' statement, a link to  our communications forum, as well




Tools:
Copyright

Monthly rights statements
implementation calls

Contact Molly Huber
mollyh[atlumn.edu







Standardized rights statements are...

“RightsStatements.org currently provides 12 different rights statements that can
be used by cultural heritage institutions to communicate the copyright and re-use
status of digital objects to the public. The rights statements have been designed
with both human users and machine users (such as search engines) in mind and
are made available as linked data. Each rights statement is located at a unique
URL”

—RightsStatements.org G
‘ ’ ’




Why use standardized rights statements

e Clearlanguage e Uses URIs for human and
e Vetted by attorneys & librarians machine readability
e User friendly e Consistent with other institutions

for interoperability



QEUTO €aNa  collections - Explore - Exhibitions~ Blog~

collections

CANI USEIT? @ - Faience cat amulet. From Ivor Hutchins. See Malek 'The Cat In Ancient Egypt’ p109.
Free Re-use (44,535) View at University of Swansea, Egypt Centre
PN Image
Public Domain Marked
(42,757)
CCO (944)
CC BY (835)
amulet, cat
CC BY-SA (278)

Faience cat amulet damaged legs and ears. 55mm high. Cats were sacred to the god-
dess Bastet.

Limited Re-use (53,445)
View at University of Swansea, Egypt Centre

CC BY-NC-ND (30,994) 24 Image
- e
- —
- In Copyright - Educational \\
( Use Permitted P
~
~H48 - amulet, cat

CC BY-NC-5A (7,475 . )
: : Faience cat amulet. The cat represented the goddess Bastet. 1cm high.

_ = o Copyright - Other KndWn ~,

( Legal Restrictions N\ View at University of Swansea, Egypt Centre
A ~ _(282 — - & P Image
CCBY-NC (276)
o= T =<
( No Copyright - Non- AY
~ Commercial Use Only (46) 7/ .
~ - figurine, cat

— — — —
CCBY-ND (8)

Bronze cat, crouching. 73mm long. Such cats were either votive or were put on the top

e of cat coffins. Cats were domestic pets and symbols of gods such as Bastet and Ra. The
Egyptian word for cat was miw (like miow). Cats were sacred to the goddess Bastet

No Re-use (11,123) whose cult centre...

View at University of Swansea, Egypt Centre

In Copyright (10,777)
PN Image
Rights reserved - Free access
L == =,
- =~ a
Copyright Not Evaluated (42
( P = PA trouwfoto van het echtpaar Cats-Jansen
~
~ -

e - —-—
Hide specific rights statements a

Echtpaar: Teunis Cats en Aaltje Jansen Bovenaan v.l.n.r: 1:mevr Dine Jansen 2:




Why use standardized rights statements

“This material may be protected by U.S.
Copyright Law (Title 17 U.S. Code). This
resource is provided for educational purposes
only. Please contact: library@0000.org for

permission to use this resource.

“Public domain. All rights held by 0000. Please
contact the 0000 Library for permission to
reproduce, distribute, or use this image. 555-

123-4567, or librarian@0000lib.org.”

_ To a user, it's not clear what the copyright

status of this work is.

_ This statement offers conflicting information



In Copyright

@ IN @ NON-COMMERCIAL
COPYRIGHT USE PERMITTED
@ UNKNOWN @ EDUCATIONAL
RIGHTSHOLDER USE PERMITTED

@ EU ORPHAN

WORK




Not in Copyright

NON-COMMERCIAL
IN s G USE ONLY

<) UNITED STATES
OTHER LEGAL () CONTRACTUAL
RESTRICTIONS ) RESTRICTIONS




COPYRIGHT NO KNOWN
NOT EVALUATED COPYRIGHT

COPYRIGHT
UNDETERMINED




Getting started

e Start small
e New collections
e Homogeneous collections

e Evaluate current rights statements
practices




Best Practices

e Use the URI, not the URL

e Make the URI, not the URL, available in OAI-
PMH

e Use a secondary rights field for additional
context and rights information

e If multiple © statuses, use most conservative




the 100 left hand corner and work your way through the chart '\l w o
RIGHTSSTATEMENTS.ORG arrree 31 the Comect R ghsstatements org saiement or Creative Commes RESOURCES AND INFORMATION:
ARI HERE Anything written or Nghligt dark blue, InCiuding the staternent buttons RightsStatements.org Currerty
Theraanees 5 8 Clckaoie (nk Dot wil 1860 YU {0 150 FEIOUCE named provcos 12 G Horert ORE

oy
of the Work mvestgal

oc?

Hirthe Chart

2 e Rrenats coart 1S THE WORK IN COPYRIGHT?

Sunstein Chart

OPYRIGHT
NOT EVALUATED

o t's unciear

NOT IN (OPVllﬁlﬂ/
PUBLIC DOMAIN

COPYRIGHT STATUS
AMBIGUOUS

No - Yes P 3 %
e S “.0 ‘Droviding Guality Rights
BRI . ::,‘;f;r;,;;?,:, e
- M = (OMERCIAL l\:_ll_
Rights Statement Selection Tool O, O™ - x
bit.ly/RightsTool
: GRETE , 2 :
s the Work a United States

bit.ly/RightsTool

federal government document?
Yer A
Do DIGITAL
@) B stares

o8,
‘Was it created n&,’

before 18357

ves

Creative Commons

“Which CC License is @Eacauve s

Right for Me” chart

EDUCATIONAL
USE PERMITTED

Created by PA Digital Rights Subgroup

© Govewa




Useful Tools Rights & Review

An approach to applying Rights Statements from RightsStatements.org

Published Document” Unpublished Document’ Government Document
Published prior to 19247 Created prior to 18997 Created by US federal government?
-':‘-:—'So .'.'.‘,:.'.',7. Use NC-US
Does It bear a copyright notice? Croated by/for an org?

Created by US state or local government?

© ©0 00 © ©

Org stilt extsts?

: . . ‘When was it published? e ° l:w:.:é-:: -=-—n
Rights Review: An approach to applying o T
Rights Statements from o =

3
H

-~ e &

RightsStatements.org R p—— pr——— |
* Published or Unpublished?

W4T TN - o o It's not always obvious whether something should

follow the published or unpublished workflow. For

Vve WOV ot hor res example, a seemingly unpublished item may in
e Known or guessable date of creation? fact be an earlier instance of a published item, and
—— therefore be under copyright. You should consult
with legal and collection-specific experts about
Creator death date: o 0 itemns that may have evolved towards publication.
i s Work creation date: Rolling Dates are Highlighted

This is an ilustration of one possible approach to
determining which rights statement to associate with a BN UmeC 0090549 e Published prioe to XXXXP JOOOEXNXX
o

Created by Greta Bahneman, Molly e : T T e Tl
Huber, Sara Ring, and Nancy Sims

il

This iBustration is not intended as legal advice. o) this document at z.umn.edu/r view

%] Created by Greta Bahnemann, Molly Huber, Sara Ring, and Nancy Sims. n LIBRARIES *s
@S)IS'] Information design by Andrew Palahniuk. Graphic design by Jordan Wagaman. M @ MINNESOTA A 1

DIGITAL LIBRARY  UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA



https://conservancy.umn.edu/bitstream/handle/11299/201539/Rights%20Review%202019.pdf

Useful Tools

Digital Collections Copyright Chart

https://scholarlyrepository.miami.edu/cgi/view
content.cgi?article=1005&context=librarypaper
S

Created by Elliot Williams and Laura
Capell

or of I
Unpunisned USor Cubs __|Crested before 1895 Ay gL United States
Unpusianed US o Cube (Creato 3 wvown. 27 Ged 1943 o aiter in Comyrig
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Thanks!

Hannah Stitzlein
Metadata and Repository Services Librarian
University of Cincinnati

stitzlhh@ucmail.uc.edu



Tool Links

Copyright Term and the Public Domain in the United States
https://copyright.cornell.edu/publicdomain

Copyright Checkpoint
http://copyright.artstor.org/

Standardized Rights Statements
RightsStatements.org

Rights Statement Selection Tool
bit.ly/RightsTool

Rights Review: An approach to applying Rights Statements
from RightsStatements.org
https://conservancy.umn.edu/bitstream/handle/11299/2015
39/Rights%20Review%202019.pdf

Digital Collections Copyright Chart
https://scholarlyrepository.miami.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?ar
ticle=1005&context=librarypapers


https://copyright.cornell.edu/publicdomain
http://copyright.artstor.org/
https://conservancy.umn.edu/bitstream/handle/11299/201539/Rights%20Review%202019.pdf

References

Ballinger, Linda, et al. “Providing Quality Rights Metadata for Digital
Collections Through RightsStatements.Org.” PaLA College & Research
Division (CRD), vol. 5, no. 2, 2017,
http://palrap.pitt.edu/ojs/index.php/palrap/article/view/157.

---. “Providing Quality Rights Metadata for Digital Collections Through
RightsStatements.Org.” Pennsylvania Libraries: Research & Practice,
vol. 5, no. 2, Oct. 2017, pp. 144-58,
http://palrap.pitt.edu/ojs/index.php/palrap/article/view/157.

Carrier, Sarah, et al. TRLN Rights Statements Report: A Roadmap for
Implementing RightsStatements.Org Statements. 2017,
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KgPX{G4RcHmMK1Dy-
hZ8JBNsG8CJIRUGVCJ2Nec-5Fj4/edit.

De Armond, Megan, et al. “Copyright Assessment in the Trenches:
Workflow, Tools, Metadata, and More.” Art Documentation: Journal of
the Art Libraries Society of North America, vol. 38, no. 1, Mar. 2019,
pp. 53-69, doi:10.1086/702990.

Dickson, Maggie, and Dave Hansen. Rights Management Metadata. Duke
University Library, 2019,
https://duldev.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/DDRDOC/pages/43548700/Ri

ghts+Management+Metadata.

Ebbinghouse, Carol. “Copyfraud’ and Public Domain Works.” Searcher,
vol. 16, no. 1, Jan. 2008, pp. 40-52,
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=bth&AN=2856145
0&site=ehost-live.

Hirtle, Bill. Copyright Term and the Public Domain in the United States. 3
Jan. 2016, http://copyright.cornell.edu/resources/publicdomain.cfm.

Hirtle, Peter B., et al. Copyright & Cultural Institutions. Cornell University
Library, 2009,
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/14142/Hirtle-
Copyright final RGB lowres-cover1.pdf.

Mazzone, Jason. Copyfraud. SSRN Scholarly Paper, ID 787244, Social
Science Research Network, 25 Aug. 2005,
https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=787244.

Rights Statements. http://rightsstatements.org/page/1.0/?language=en.
Accessed 21 Oct. 2016.

Schlosser, Melanie. “Unless Otherwise Indicated: A Survey of Copyright
Statements on Digital Library Collections.” College & Research
Libraries, vol. 70, no. 4, July 2009, pp. 371-85,
doi:10.5860/crl.70.4.371.



http://palrap.pitt.edu/ojs/index.php/palrap/article/view/157
http://palrap.pitt.edu/ojs/index.php/palrap/article/view/157
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KgPXjG4RcHmK1Dy-hZ8JBNsG8CJlRUGvCJ2Nec-5Fj4/edit
https://doi.org/10.1086/702990
https://duldev.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/DDRDOC/pages/43548700/Rights+Management+Metadata
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=bth&AN=28561450&site=ehost-live
http://copyright.cornell.edu/resources/publicdomain.cfm
http://copyright.cornell.edu/resources/publicdomain.cfm
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/14142/Hirtle-Copyright_final_RGB_lowres-cover1.pdf
https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=787244
http://rightsstatements.org/page/1.0/?language=en
http://rightsstatements.org/page/1.0/?language=en
https://doi.org/10.5860/crl.70.4.371

