
Smart Decisions
Using Standardized Rights Statements for Digital 
Collections



Overview

● Brief overview of copyright

● Copyright determination tools

● Using RightsStatements.org



What is copyright?



Copyright is...

“Copyright is a form of protection 
grounded in the U.S. Constitution 
and granted by law for original 
works of authorship fixed in a 
tangible medium of expression. 
Copyright covers both published 
and unpublished works.”

-- United States 
Copyright Office



Copyright is...
1. Tangible

2. Authored by a human

3. Original



Naruto et al v. David Slater



Copyright is complicated



Tools:
Copyright 

Copyright Term and the Public Domain in the 
United States

https://copyright.cornell.edu/publicdomain



Tools:
Copyright

Copyright Checkpoint

http://copyright.artstor.org/



Tools:
Copyright

Coming soon!



Tools:
Copyright

Monthly rights statements 
implementation calls

Contact Molly Huber
mollyh[at]umn.edu



Implementing 
Standardized Rights 
Statements



Standardized rights statements are...

“RightsStatements.org currently provides 12 different rights statements that can 
be used by cultural heritage institutions to communicate the copyright and re-use 
status of digital objects to the public. The rights statements have been designed 
with both human users and machine users (such as search engines) in mind and 
are made available as linked data. Each rights statement is located at a unique 
URI.”

--RightsStatements.org



Why use standardized rights statements

● Clear language
● Vetted by attorneys & librarians
● User friendly

● Uses URIs for human and 
machine readability

● Consistent with other institutions 
for interoperability





Why use standardized rights statements

“This material may be protected by U.S. 

Copyright Law (Title 17 U.S. Code). This 

resource is provided for educational purposes 

only. Please contact: library@0000.org for 

permission to use this resource.

“Public domain. All rights held by 0000. Please 

contact the 0000 Library for permission to 

reproduce, distribute, or use this image. 555-

123-4567, or librarian@0000lib.org.”

To a user, it’s not clear what the copyright 

status of this work is.

This statement offers conflicting information



In Copyright



Not in Copyright



Other



Getting started

● Start small

● New collections

● Homogeneous collections

● Evaluate current rights statements 
practices



Best Practices
● Use the URI, not the URL

● Make the URI, not the URL,  available in OAI-
PMH

● Use a secondary rights field for additional 
context and rights information

● If multiple © statuses, use most conservative



Useful Tools

Rights Statement Selection Tool

bit.ly/RightsTool

Created by PA Digital Rights Subgroup



Useful Tools

Rights Review: An approach to applying 
Rights Statements from 
RightsStatements.org

https://conservancy.umn.edu/bitstream/handle/1129
9/201539/Rights%20Review%202019.pdf

Created by Greta Bahneman, Molly 
Huber, Sara Ring, and Nancy Sims

https://conservancy.umn.edu/bitstream/handle/11299/201539/Rights%20Review%202019.pdf


Useful Tools

Digital Collections Copyright Chart

https://scholarlyrepository.miami.edu/cgi/view
content.cgi?article=1005&context=librarypaper
s

Created by Elliot Williams and Laura 
Capell



Thanks!
Hannah Stitzlein
Metadata and Repository Services Librarian
University of Cincinnati

stitzlhh@ucmail.uc.edu



Tool Links

Copyright Term and the Public Domain in the United States
https://copyright.cornell.edu/publicdomain

Copyright Checkpoint
http://copyright.artstor.org/

Standardized Rights Statements
RightsStatements.org

Rights Statement Selection Tool
bit.ly/RightsTool

Rights Review: An approach to applying Rights Statements 
from RightsStatements.org
https://conservancy.umn.edu/bitstream/handle/11299/2015
39/Rights%20Review%202019.pdf

Digital Collections Copyright Chart
https://scholarlyrepository.miami.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?ar
ticle=1005&context=librarypapers

https://copyright.cornell.edu/publicdomain
http://copyright.artstor.org/
https://conservancy.umn.edu/bitstream/handle/11299/201539/Rights%20Review%202019.pdf
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