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Overview
● Brief overview of copyright

● What is a rights statement?

● What can/cannot be included in a rights 

statement?

● Using RightsStatements.org



What is copyright?



What is copyright?
“Copyright is a form of protection grounded in the 
U.S. Constitution and granted by law for original 
works of authorship fixed in a tangible medium of 
expression. Copyright covers both published and 
unpublished works.”

--U.S. Copyright Office



Copyright requirements
● Must be tangible
● Must be a work of human 

authorship
○ Animals don’t count

○ Computers don’t count

● Must be original
○ Does not include copying





What are rights statements?



What are rights statements?
● Rights statements define what actions a user can take when interacting with a 

digital object
● Can describe the rights status 



What should be in a rights statement?
● Description of whether something is in copyright
● Description of the rights held in and over an item
● Description of the rights holder

What can be a rights statement?
● URI, uniform resource identifier
● A free-text statement



Good rights statements
● http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC-EDU/1.0/ (In Copyright - Educational Use Permitted)

● https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/ (Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International)

● This material is in the public domain. For more information, contact State University Archives at 

email@state.edu

● In copyright. This material may be used for personal, educational, or non-commercial use when a 

statement of credit is used. For other uses, please contact State University Library at email@state.edu

● The copyright and related rights status of this item has been reviewed by The Library, but we were 

unable to make a conclusive determination as to the copyright status of the item. You are free to use 

this item in any way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to 

your use.

http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC-EDU/1.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
mailto:email@state.edu
mailto:email@state.edu






What shouldn’t be in a rights statement?
● Contact information only
● Donor or funding information only
● Vague language
● Inaccurate information

What can’t be a rights statement?
● URLs



Not rights statements
● Please contact State University to request use of items in this collection. The State University Library 

can be reached at 555-123-4567, or email@state.edu 

● Joel Christensen

● The Digital Collection is the physical property of the State Library. Copyright may belong to the 

authors or their legal heirs or assigns. All rights reserved by the Research Library. Permission to 

reproduce in any format must be requested in writing. Contact Digital Services, Research Library, 

email@research.edu

● https://library.state.edu/copyright/rightsinfo.htm

● Material in this collection is made available by State University. To request reproductions or to inquire 

about permissions, contact State Library at email@state.edu

mailto:email@state.edu
https://library.state.edu/copyright/rightsinfo.htm




What is a standardized rights 
statement?



Using 
RightsStatements.org
in Digital Collections



RightsStatements.org: Who
● Joint initiative between Europeana and 

DPLA, and several others

● Two working groups

○ International Rights Statements Working 

Group

○ Technical Working Group

● Global approach to rights statements

● Went live April 2016



RightsStatements.org: What
● URI-based rights statements

○ http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC/1.0

● Controlled vocabulary for rights

○ 12 statements to choose from

● 3 categories of statements

○ In Copyright

○ Not in Copyright

○ Other

http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC/1.0


RightsStatements.org: Why
● Standardizes the language used in 

collections

● Users understand how they can 
use the material

● Human readable AND machine 
readable



Three Categories of Rights 
Statements



RightsStatements.org
In Copyright





In Copyright

In Copyright. This Item is protected by copyright and/or 

related rights. You are free to use this Item in any way that 

is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation 

that applies to your use. For other uses you need to obtain 

permission from the rights-holder(s). 

http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC/1.0/



In Copyright - Educational Use Permitted

In Copyright - Educational Use Permitted. This Item is 

protected by copyright and/or related rights. You are free to 

use this Item in any way that is permitted by the copyright and 

related rights legislation that applies to your use. In addition, no 

permission is required from the rights-holder(s) for educational 

uses. For other uses, you need to obtain permission from the 

rights-holder(s). 

http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC-EDU/1.0/



In Copyright - Non-Commercial Use Permitted

In Copyright - Non-Commercial Use Permitted. This Item is 

protected by copyright and/or related rights. You are free to 

use this Item in any way that is permitted by the copyright 

and related rights legislation that applies to your use. In 

addition, no permission is required from the rights-holder(s) 

for non-commercial uses. For other uses you need to obtain 

permission from the rights-holder(s). 

http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC-NC/1.0/



RightsStatements.org
No Copyright





No Copyright - Contractual Restrictions

No Copyright - Contractual Restrictions. Use of this Item is not 

restricted by copyright and/or related rights. As part of the 

acquisition or digitization of this Item, the organization that has 

made the Item available is contractually required to limit the use of 

this Item. Limitations may include, but are not limited to, privacy 

issues, cultural protections, digitization agreements or donor 

agreements. Please refer to the organization that has made the 

Item available for more information. 

http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/NoC-CR/1.0/



No Copyright - Non-Commercial Use Only

No Copyright - Non-Commercial Use Only. This object has been 

digitized in a public-private partnership. As part of this partnership, 

the partners have agreed to limit commercial uses of this digital 

representation of the object by third parties. You can, without 

permission, copy, modify, distribute, display, or perform the digital 

object, for non-commercial uses. For any other permissible uses, 

please review the terms and conditions of the organization that has 

made the item available. 

http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/NoC-NC/1.0/



No Copyright - Other Known Legal Restrictions

No Copyright - Other Known Legal Restrictions. Use of this 

Item is not restricted by copyright and/or related rights. In 

one or more jurisdictions, laws other than copyright are 

known to impose restrictions on the use of this Item. Please 

refer to the organization that has made the Item available 

for more information. 

http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/NoC-OKLR/1.0/



No Copyright - United States

No Copyright - United States. The organization that has made the 

Item available believes that the Item is in the Public Domain under 

the laws of the United States, but a determination was not made as 

to its copyright status under the copyright laws of other countries. 

The Item may not be in the Public Domain under the laws of other 

countries. Please refer to the organization that has made the Item 

available for more information. 

http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/NoC-US/1.0/



RightsStatements.org
Other





Copyright Not Evaluated

Copyright Not Evaluated. The copyright and related rights 

status of this Item has not been evaluated. Please refer to 

the organization that has made the Item available for more 

information. You are free to use this Item in any way that is 

permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation 

that applies to your use. 

http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/CNE/1.0/



Copyright Undetermined

Copyright Undetermined. The copyright and related rights status 

of this Item has been reviewed by the organization that has made 

the Item available, but the organization was unable to make a 

conclusive determination as to the copyright status of the Item. 

Please refer to the organization that has made the Item available 

for more information. You are free to use this Item in any way that 

is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that 

applies to your use. http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/UND/1.0/



No Known Copyright

No Known Copyright. The organization that has made the Item 

available reasonably believes that the Item is not restricted by 

copyright or related rights, but a conclusive determination could 

not be made. Please refer to the organization that has made the 

Item available for more information. You are free to use this Item in 

any way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights 

legislation that applies to your use. 

http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/NKC/1.0/



Review
● What is copyright?
● What is a rights statement?
● What can/cannot be included in a 

rights statement?
● Using RightsStatements.org



Questions?
Hannah Stitzlein

hannahes@illinois.edu



Resources
RightsStatements.org
http://rightsstatements.org/en/

CARLI Recommendations for Using RightsStatements.org
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/contentdm/dpla/rights

Copyright Term and the Public Domain Chart

https://copyright.cornell.edu/publicdomain

http://rightsstatements.org/en/
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/products-services/contentdm/dpla/rights
https://copyright.cornell.edu/publicdomain

