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Creative
Commons
Licenses

Are licenses that content creators can

add to their works in addition to their

copyright protections. CC licenses

work within copyright, but give end

users extra permissions for use.

The licenses are built upon three layers:
The legal code: all the legalese that gives CC licenses their

ability to grant permisssions to users

Commons Deed: The human readable tersm

Machine Readable layer: provides a mechanism for CC

licensed works to be identified by computers on the

backend

CC Licenses do not interfere with exceptions to copyright. 
For example, fair use still applies and might give users fewer

restrictions than even the CC licenses give.



There are four
building blocks that
combine to makeup

the different licenses
BY: The basic

componenet on every
license. Just means
you are required to
provide attribution.

Share Alike (SA): Each
remix or derivative
work must use the

same license as the
source material

Noncommercial (NC):
The new work must not
be used for
commerical purposes.
Don't use them to
make a profit.

No Derivatives (ND):
No new works. Remixes
and adaptations are
not allowed. Use the
work in its original form

THESE COMPONENTS COMBINE
TO MAKE THE SIX DIFFERENT CC

LICENSES.

IT'S KINDA LIKE THE MEGAZORD



The individual
components

make up the 6 CC
License 

Least Restrictive

Most Restrictive



Just include attribution in
the new work

Include attribution, and
also use the same CC

license in the new work

These two are the same as
the two CC licenses to the

left, but NC adds the
restriction that the new
works cannot be sold for

profit

*They can however be sold at cost. Like
in your campus bookstore for example*

These two licenses basically mean you can only
copy and share the original work. No remixes or

adaptations allowed. The inclusion of NC on right
again means you cannot sell the original work for a

profit.
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Creative Commons also
makes images (not licenses)
for Public Domain content

This is not a CC license. Content creators can use
this tool to mark as dedicated to the public

domain. Which allows people to use their work
without copyright restrictions

This is not a CC license. This tool allows users to
mark works they know to be in the public domain

as such when they use or share the work.

CC licenses should not be applied to works in the public
domain

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/pdm/
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