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Introduction
• Describe the Laws of Illinois Project & Website.

• Types of Laws – Public & Private Laws.

• Survey of topics included.

• Laws

• Treasurer Reports

• Auditor Reports

• How to find laws on a particular topic.

• Demonstration via screen capture (more reliable than live).

• The Bicentennial Recognition Process

2



Project History

• Until 2013, CARLI gave awards for book digitization, especially 
for items on Illinois History.

• Illinois State Library digitized the Laws of Illinois from 1835-
1842 (Lincoln in General Assembly).

• Used print volumes of the Laws from a closed collection several 
times to help people find historical laws on various topics.

• Thought they might be a good resource to digitize, given that 
the Bicentennial was approaching.

• Submitted proposals to digitize volumes from WIU in 2009, 
2010 and 2011.
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Project History, Continued

• Eventually sent WIU volumes containing the laws for Indiana and 
Illinois Territories, and the state of Illinois from 1818 - 1831, and 
1849-1919.

• Other libraries contributed volumes.

• WIU volumes deposited in the Internet Archive.

• Built a website that links to all digitized volumes of the Laws 
available from any source, including the Internet Archive, Hathi 
Trust and Google Books.

• Internet Archive volumes can be downloaded. Other volumes 
cannot (unless your Library is a Hathi member).
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Types of Laws

• In some cases, people using the website will see volumes labeled 
General or Public laws and Private laws.

• General or Public laws deal with the relationship between 
government and the people, and the structure and operation of 
state government.

• Private laws include:
• Laws passed for the benefit of private individuals.

• Laws dealing with private property and relationships.

• Laws dealing with county & local government activities.

• Volumes containing both public & private laws are noted on the 
website.
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Public Laws Examples
• Organize & compensate Militia.

• Apportionment.

• Establish counties and county seats.

• Build roads & bridges.

• Regulate resource use (saltpeter).

• School appropriations.

• Duties of public employees (sheriffs, county commissioners).

• License and regulate businesses (taverns).

• Taxation.
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Private Laws Examples
• Allow divorces (sometimes listed in General Laws).

• Allow women to inherit property or serve as trustees for 
property of their deceased husbands.

• Establish businesses (ferries, floating bridges, inns, road 
companies, canal companies, railroads).

• Establish cities, villages & counties.

• Incorporations & place names.

• City charters

• Duties of county & local governments.
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Unusual Laws

• Estrays, passed by the 8th General Assembly in June, 
1827 deals with stray watercraft, goods and animals (all 
in one law).
• Attempts must be made to find the owner.

• If owner is not found, property above a certain value is sold 
after a year.

• Funds are retained for a year in case the owner appears.

• Funds forfeited to county after a year.
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Unusual Laws

• City Council duties from charters revised in 1857 
(Macomb, p. 713):
• Prevent disease by cleaning up “nauseous houses” (privies, 

stables, tanneries & groceries).

• Suppressing “disorderly houses, tippling shops . . . bawdy 
houses, gaming and gambling houses.”

• Prohibiting "rolling of hoops, flying of kites or any other 
amusements or practices tending to annoy persons passing 
on the streets.“

•Other city charters that year included the same duties.
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Compiled & Revised Statutes
• On occasion all existing laws were collected into one or more 

volumes, called Compiled or Revised Statutes (even exist today).

• Can be used to find the laws on a topic that were in effect at a 
given time.

• Volumes are included on a separate page for Revised & Compiled 
Statutes and the pages for the decade.

• I have used and referred people to these volumes when they were 
looking for the law in force at a given time.
• How to become a pharmacist.

• Adoption laws at a given time.
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Auditor & Treasurer Reports

• Volumes from the 1850s and 1860s include reports of 
state auditors & treasurers.

• Report on state finances and how they were spent.
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Auditor Reports
• General descriptions of salaries (Judge 3rd Circuit Salary in 1857 was 

$243.45; 3rd Circuit State’s Attorney paid $215.25)

• Some include people’s names (R.R. Hitt was paid $260 for services as 
State Senate reporter in 1859).

• Stock purchases by the state.

• Property ownership tables by county.
• Number and value of domestic animals (horses, cattle, mules, sheep & hogs).

• Real & personal property (carriages & wagons; clocks & watches; pianos; 
banker’s property; manufactured goods; stocks & bonds; land & town lots).

• Reports on bank finances in the state (by county).

• List of banks and bank officers.
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Treasurer Reports

• Include information on State Debt.

• Interest payments on bonds.
• Some bondholders were in New York.

• Interest was paid in coin in person (State treasurer & a clerk took a 
state-funded trip to New York to pay interest).

• Stock [bonds] issued and purpose.

• Interest payments to specific people who had bought state bonds 
(by name).

• Revenues received for taxes, stock (bond) sales, school funds, 
railroad fund (Illinois Central) and Land fund.
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Auditor & Treasurer Reports

• Sound somewhat boring but could be a wealth of 
information for genealogists.

• Tables for counties could provide some interesting data 
for computer-aided mapping (GIS).
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Using the Site

• Accessible from the WIU Libraries Home Page.

• Click on Gov’t & Legal Info

• Cursor down and click on Illinois Laws.
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Getting to the Laws of Illinois Website
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Getting to the Laws of Illinois Website

Page down to see
the link to the
Illinois Laws.

Click on this Link.
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Laws of 
Illinois 

Website
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Using the Site
• Separate links to territorial laws (Northwest, Indiana & Illinois).

• Road to Statehood - Documents related to the Act passed by 
Congress leading to Illinois’ statehood.

• Traces history of the Act that resulted in Statehood in the the
House & Senate Journals and Statutes at Large (15th Congress, 
1st Session).

• Act signed by President James Monroe April 18, 1818.

• Constitutions – Records of the original and subsequent Illinois 
constitutional conventions and constitutions including 
constitutions that were not approved by voters.
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Laws of Illinois Website (State Laws)

• Indexes - digitized by the University of Illinois & Illinois 
State Library.

• Separate page of Compiled & Revised Statutes when 
available.

• Laws - organized by decade (oldest first).
• Includes links to laws from 1971-Present available from 

General Assembly website.
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Laws of 
Illinois 

Website

Additional
Decades

Below
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Laws of Illinois Website
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Laws of 
Illinois 

Indexes
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Indexes
• Easiest way to find information is by using the Indexes 

available.

• Index for the laws of Indiana Territory & State to 1890 (Illinois 
was part of Indiana Territory from 1800 to 1809).

• Index to the Laws of Illinois to 1869 (Eugene & William Gross).

• Indexes from the Secretary of State (includes laws passed by 
Illinois Territorial Legislatures).
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Indexes – Gross Index
• Early index to 1869 by Eugene & William Gross.

• Not searchable. Users must browse for information on topic.

• Easier to use as a PDF (download and keep it).

• Digitized by the University of Illinois from UIC collections.

• Contains an inventory of the volumes of Illinois Laws to 1869 at 
front with information on how they are cited in the volume.

• Inventory includes Assembly number and date begun.

• Also includes information on the Territorial legislatures and their 
sessions.
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Indexes – Gross Index
• Volume organized by subject.

• Brief contents of subjects at front.

• Separate sections for General & Private laws.

• Includes historical information related to Illinois Counties.

• Information about Counties included in the Private Laws.

• Remember that county boundaries changed over time.

• Laws on cities and towns are listed under their counties.

• Includes names of people (divorces granted, name changes, 
business licenses, Illinois Supreme Court judges, Circuit judges).
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Gross Index
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Laws of Illinois Website
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Laws of Illinois Website
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Laws of Illinois, Private Laws, 1857, p. 713
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Laws of Illinois, Private Laws, 1857, p. 713

Law for Macomb 
includes duties 
for city officials. It
ends on p. 752
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Indexes – Secretary of State
• Sent for digitization by the Illinois State Library.

• Is Searchable.

• Includes laws for Illinois Territory and the State of Illinois.

• Can find city and town incorporations by searching place names.

• Names sometimes included (divorces, ferries).

• To find the text of a law, note the year at the top and the page 
number, then go to the Laws of Illinois website to access the 
volume for that year.
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https://archive.org/search.php?query=Index to the laws of illinois


Secretary of State Indexes
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Secretary of State Index

35



Secretary of State Index Search
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Secretary of State Index
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Secretary 
of State 
Index

Divorce
Spriggs, Elizabeth A. and James

Illinois Territory, 6th Session, Page 35
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Laws of 
Illinois 

Website
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Laws of Illinois Territory Page
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Secretary of State Index
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Using Individual Volumes

• Search capabilities for volumes in the Internet Archive are not 
perfect (Macomb is hyphenated in the 1857 Law volume and is 
not found by a search).

• Using the indexes saves time when trying to find information on a 
specific topic.

• Compiled Statutes have their own table of contents (and 
sometimes indexes), and are not included in the Gross or 
Secretary of State Indexes.
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The Bicentennial Recognition Process
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Bicentennial Recognition

• Illinois Bicentennial Website (https://illinois200.com/).

• Endorsement information listed under PARTICIPATE.

• Can apply as a Partner, Project or Event (this webinar could be 
considered an event).

• All applications are similar.

• Need a letter of support from a local elected official or community 
organization (Mayor Mike Inman of Macomb and Larry Zigler of 
the McDonough County Historical Society co-signed the letter for 
WIU).

• Recognition came within 48 hours of submission.
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Bicentennial Recognition Application
• Requirements:

Logo (if available) Name (responsible party)

Organization name Contact Information

Statistics Description (250 words)

How the Bicentennial Involvement by staff, community

is incorporated and others

How you will comply with Letter of Support

criteria
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Bicentennial Recognition Application
• Used the website submission form as the basis of a document 

containing all of the required sections.

• Wrote all of the content into a Word Document.

• All information is submitted online.

• Cut & pasted the sections in the document into the website once I 
had all of the pieces.

• Biggest problem – word limitations (Word Count on the Review tab 
of Word is useful for this).
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Bicentennial Recognition Application
• Statistics (number of people positively impacted).

• I supplied the number of times the WIU volumes in the Internet 
Archive have been viewed (43,838 times in Early March) and page 
views of the Laws of Illinois website (27,988 times).

• This use shows that digitization of historical materials makes them 
accessible to more people.

47



Final Note
• The WIU site does not include all volumes, just volumes that we 

had available and that I found online.

• Volumes digitized by other Libraries have been added.

• SIU digitized a volume we did not own.

• Volumes in Hathi also linked.

• Volumes may be missing (I have a list – ask me).

• If funds were available it would be great to complete the 
project (digitize 1920-1970).

• If you find a digitized volume not on the site, please tell me 
about it.
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Questions
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