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Evaluating Recovery Options 
BMS cleaning (campus) $800,000 

  
equipment 
(dehumidifiers/vacuum/ 
dataloggers) (library) 

$4,500 

stabilization supplies (library) $4,000 
replacement enclosures (library) $37,500 
staff time (equivalent $) (library) >$70,000 

    
Total $916,000 
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Setting up Working Procedures with Vendor 

 Stable and retained 
 Potentially unstable – use caution (retained or discarded per UIUC staff only) 
 Unstable (discard by BMS) 

Plastic Bags  

Pamphlet Binders (archival materials)   
 

Envelope (many formats)  
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The Clean-up 
Challenges/Issues 
Security 
Compact shelving 
Lack of electricity in vault area 
No elevator between the two levels 
Various non-book formats (art, A/V, sculpture, etc.) 
Nature of materials  

Age 
Fragility 
Incunabulum 
Vellum distortion 
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The Clean-up 
The Project In Numbers 
3 months of cleaning 
300,000+ items vacuumed 
31, 000 yards of string tie 
6,200 archival pamphlet binders 
1,100 pairs of gloves 
1,000 sheets of binder board 
800 Tyvek suits 
200 pounds of microfiber cloths 
25 extension cords 
20 gallons of Microban 
12 Microtrap 2000 Air Filtration units 
8 Nilfisk HEPA vacuums 

 



Facilities and Space Upgrades 

In 2009 started complete HVAC overhaul to get tighter 
controls – completed in 2011. 
  
New layout and systems offer: 
• Vapor barrier on internal building surfaces 
• More shelving space (expanded footprint) 
• Tighter temp and humidity control 

• Temp = 60 degrees F, plus/minus 2  
• RH = 45% RH, plus/minus 5%   

• In-duct UV light system (fungicidal) 
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Post-Vendor Work on Collections 

• Stabilization, rehousing and hand cleaning 



Thanks! 
Jennifer Hain Teper 
jhain@illinois.edu 

217.244.5689 
 

Thanks to: 

BMS-Cat managers and staff 

University of Illinois Board of Trustees 

All the UIUC Library preservation, conservation, and RBML staff 
working on the cleanup: Laura Larkin, Melissa Straw, Tom Teper, 
Emma Saito Lincoln, Alvan Bregman, Jody Waitzman, Jane 
Somera, Dennis Sears, Melissa Nykanen, Marten Stromberg, 
Kathie Veach, Jeff Schrader, and Matt Emmert. 
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