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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Roof leaks…..note puddles on the floor and water staining and the beginning of mold growing on the ceiling. Atlanta Daily World Newspaper Office after tornado blew through Atlanta’s Historic Sweet Auburn District, GA, March 2008



Mold spores are everywhere, all the time. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Murphy’s Law says the only damage will be above the most important or rare materials. Bay St. Louis (Mississippi) Historical Society. County photograph archives are in these file cabinets. 2005



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Typical debris after hurricane surge flooding. Note water level lines on column and range end.Biloxi (MS) Public Library. 2005



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note water level lines on range end. Books above the water line are fine even two weeks after hurricane Katrina.Biloxi (MS) Public Library.  2005



Mold infestations can be severely disruptive and hazardous to health.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Basement spaces are notorious. Note water line at 7 ft. and workers in HazMat suits in background unloading the shelving. Tulane University Library, New Orleans, LA, after Katrina (September 2005). Photo courtesy of Randy Silverman.
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Presentation Notes
That is mold that has grown in the 3 weeks before salvage could begin. Tulane University Library Basement, Gov Docs Library, after Katrina (September 2005). Photo courtesy of Randy Silverman.



End of Semester Book Drop Returns (2004) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Library materials get damp or wet in a variety of ways, including from patrons bringing their at-home problems back to the library and book drops that are stuck in the open position on a rainy night.



Wet Books 
[Ft. Collins, CO, Courtesy R. Silverman] 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mold growth is not the only thing that can threaten our materials when they get wet.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note swelled volumes pushing the end supports of shelving out. Tulane Library after Katrina. Photo courtesy of Randy Silverman. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Map case filled with salt water. If drawers had holes they would have drained and this wouldn’t have been as severe. Mold is floating as slime on surface. Important historical architectural drawings from the Shrimping Industry Collection in Biloxi (MS) Public Library, after Katrina.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hancock County (MS) Courthouse--wet plat books that contain the evidence needed by the locals to prove they owned their homes that were destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. Because they were needed on a daily basis, we couldn’t send them off to freezers. They had to be air-dried in 90 degree temperatures with 90 percent humidity. Note the 3.5 ft. high early 19th C. plat book on the left.
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Presentation Notes
Atlanta Daily World, April 2008. Historic ledgers. Packing out materials requires a lot of truck space (these boxes can’t stack).



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Biloxi Public Library, Special Collections Room, after Katrina



Mold can weaken, stain, and disfigure paper, cloth, and leather. 
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Presentation Notes
UCSD Undergraduate Library 1997



Be sure you can tell the difference between mold and fatty spue or 
salts leaching from the leather. 

 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bay St. Louis (MS) City Hall Mayor Minutes books on a clean floor (compared to what it was).



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teaching moment. Blood running down a volunteers leg – he is wearing gloves but legs are uncovered and dirty with sludge. Cleaning the Bay St. Louis (MS) City Hall Mayor Minutes books on a “clean” floor using a 50/50 mix of water and alcohol.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Packing out historic records at the Atlanta Daily World (GA), April 2008. Note protection of those involved. Even though it was very hot, we wore long sleeves, long pants, heavy shoes and wore our respirators when dealing with potentially moldy papers. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Packing out historic records at the Atlanta Daily World, April 2008. Document, Document, document where things come from, what exactly is in the box, the condition that they are in (wet, damp, moldy, OK), etc.



 
N-95 Disposable Respirator – always has two bands for wearing. 

 
Staff suffering from allergies or respiratory problems should not 

participate in cleaning mold infestations. 



Pin Type LCD Moisture Meter 



Nilfisk GM80 
HEPA-filtered 
Vacuum with 
Variable Speed 
Control 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gulfport (MS) Public Library. Excellent preparation pre-hurricane of important materials. The plastic tubs floated, but couldn’t go far.









Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jackson County Public Library, Pascagoula MS. The salvage company has been in and done all the work: removed the shelving, carpet and drywall that was wet. All books stacked and ready to inventory. This is exactly what should be done, and what librarians now have to deal with.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Make sure your Emergency Response Plan lives in multiple locations, not just in the file cabinet at work, where it won’t necessarily do you any good.
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