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Some Background…



Partners in AvSAP

• University Library and Archives
• Spurlock World Heritage Museum
• WILL AM/FM/TV
• Krannert Center for the Performing Arts
• Department of Dance
• Illinois Heritage Association

• Sarah Stauderman serving as an outside expert



The Grant Project At a Glance
• Year one: 

– Research, research, research;
• Year two: 

– Compose preliminary text and secondary educational matter;
– Layout and program preliminary version of tool;

• Year three: 
– Test on sample of local collections and tweak as needed;
– Test on additional outside sites and make any final adjustments;
– Mount final tool and supplemental information to web site;
– Provide state-wide workshops on using the AVSAP;
– Present at national conferences and write at least one journal 

article about its successes and failures.



The Problem



Moving Image Materials Commonly Found in 
Repositories

•Motion Picture Film (16mm and 8mm or Super 8mm)

•Cassette-based video formats like VHS, U-Matic, Betamax

•Open-reel video formats like 1” or 2” videotape

•Digital media like DVDs (commercially produced) or DVD-Rs (produced in-
house or by consumers)



Sound Materials Commonly Found in 
Repositories

•Grooved discs like LPs and 78s
•Audiocassettes
•CDs (commercially produced) and CD-Rs (produced in-house or 
by consumers)
•¼” open-reel audiotape 



Challenges of Audiovisual 
Preservation

•Formal AV training is rare

•AV is not “eye legible”

•AV materials are complex and often fragile. 

•AV media need regular attention to ensure viability



Challenges of Audiovisual 
Preservation

•Obsolescence 

•Limited support for formats by manufacturers

•Formats are dependent on the market

•These materials were not made or designed to last



The Wealth of AV Formats



The Wealth of AV Formats



Challenges of Audiovisual 
Preservation

•Playback equipment must be preserved alongside the 
media

•Without playback equipment, a media collection can 
become inaccessible and effectively valueless to its 
repository.



What if  You Don’t Preserve 
Equipment?



AV Materials are Often not 
Designed to Last



Challenges of Audiovisual 
Preservation

•Wealth of AV formats

•Materials take up a lot of space

•User choices of media aren’t always the best for 
preservation



Inherent Vices

•Built into the design of media

•Cannot be reversed

•Treating inherent vices requires specialized 
knowledge



Inherent Vice



Inherent Vice



Inherent Vice



Inherent Vice



Challenges of Audiovisual 
Preservation

•Copyright and ownership issues can cause problems in reformatting and 
access. 

•The Digital Millennium Copyright Act makes it illegal to copy any item that 
has inherent copy protection

•If we have an analog item on an obsolete format, we may be able to copy it 
for preservation purposes.  



How AvSAP Can Help



AvSAP’s Beginnings: Research…



To Research Wiki



To Research Wiki



Texas Commission on the Arts Videotape 
Identification and Assessment Guide



Texas Commission on the Arts Videotape 
Identification and Assessment Guide



Archon Description Tool



Archon and AvSAP

• AvSAP available as a package within Archon 
OR

• As a standalone package

• AvSAP can be downloaded and installed 
locally (if you have an SQL server) OR

• AvSAP can be accessed through a web 
browser via our hosted installation

• AvSAP will be a supported part of the Archon-
Archivists’ Toolkit merge



• Works as an assessment tool
• Is also a learning experience for the 

user
• Is designed primarily to help the user 

with little to no AV preservation 
experience



• Not based in MS Access
• Platform-independent
• Graphic format selector 
• Image-intensive
• Provides storage, preservation, and 

reformatting tips and best practices



Information Kiosks

• Popup in separate windows from assessment
• Image-heavy to illustrate preservation issues
• Are optional and don’t interfere with flow of 

assessment
• Thanks to all of the people who donated 

images for these!!



Three Levels to AvSAP Assessment

• Repository

• Storage Environment

• Item 



The Five Basic Vectors of the AvSAP 
Item-Level Assessment 

(in no particular order)

• Environment (as Storage Facility)

• Container

• Format

• Use/Access

• Physical Condition



Here is how AvSAP tabulates the final 
score:

Environment Conditions (70%) + Disaster Preparedness (30%) = 
Environment

Then

Format (40%) + Environment (10%) + Container (5%) + 
Use/Access (5%) + Condition (40%) = AvSAP Score



AvSAP Manual and Website

https://wiki.cites.uiuc.edu/wiki/display/AVSAP/AvSAP+Manual+
Work-In-Progress

http://www.library.illinois.edu/prescons/services/av_self_asses
ment_program.html



Now Let’s Look at the Program!



Thank You for Coming!

Jennifer Hain Teper
Project Director, 

Audiovisual Self-Assessment Program
809 South Oak Street
Champaign, IL 61820

(217) 244.5689

jhain@illinois.edu 
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