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CARLI Book Digitization Initiative Proposal 
Title: The Y.M.C.A. College of Chicago: A selection of undergraduate theses, 1916-1925 
 
 
Description of materials to be digitized 
These theses are written from the perspective of undergraduate students living in Chicago 
between 1916 and 1925.  They investigate social and economic conditions in Chicago 
and its environs during this time period.  Items are bound, and fit the physical criteria for 
scanning as laid out by CARLI.  The average length of each volume is 50 pages.  Text 
block is stable; type is fading in some cases.  Paper is acidic and is beginning to 
deteriorate.   
 
 
“Illinois Culture and Heritage” theme 
These materials fit the “Illinois Culture and Heritage” theme because they describe 
Chicago and its environs from 1916 to 1925 and serve as a kind of social narrative for 
this area.  Topics range in scope from youth gangs and recreation in Chicago’s more 
industrial communities to physical education for the Chicago Police and the greater 
Midwest.  There is even a text concerning the struggle of Chicago’s burgeoning Asian 
population in 1921.  These theses are all written by students at the Y.M.C.A. College of 
Chicago, which was formed in 1913 from the Y.M.C.A. Training School, also in 
Chicago.  These theses are held nowhere else in the world and have not yet been 
digitized.   Materials are assumed to have been published without a copyright notice and 
would therefore be in public domain.  



nTitle PubYearof VolumEditio Publisher OCLC #

Checked 
OCA site 
yes/no

The Employment Department of the Young Men’s Christian Association . 1923 1 1 YMCA College of Chicago 60630354 yes
The influence of the non-evangelical groups in the membership on the directly 1921 1 1 YMCA College of Chicago 60594805 yes
religious program of the Boys’ Department in the YMCA.
The situation of the Oriental in Chicago . 1921 1 1 YMCA College of Chicago 60594406 yes
Physical education in social settlements of the Middle West . 1922 1 1 YMCA College of Chicago 57368377 yes
Investigation of physical work in churches of Chicago and suburbs . 1916 1 1 YMCA College of Chicago 57364503 yes
Utilizing gang control in boys’ work . 1923 1 1 YMCA College of Chicago 60594703 yes
A study of the child life in Brown School district (in Chicago, Cook County, Ills.) . 1921 1 1 YMCA College of Chicago 60592770 yes
The recreational problems of the industrial communities of Chicago . 1918 1 1 YMCA College of Chicago 60572381 yes
The dormitory of the railway YMCA . 1918 1 1 YMCA College of Chicago 60553034 yes
Physical aspects of physical education for police . 1923 1 1 YMCA College of Chicago 57364113 yes
The issue of 1920 . 1920 1 1 YMCA College of Chicago 60594644 yes
A program for employed boys’ clubs and its use . 1923 1 1 YMCA College of Chicago 60609434 yes


