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UIC Library 3/14/2008

CARLI Book Digitization Initiative
The Railroad in Hlineis, 1837-1900

The University of Illinois at Chicago Library proposes the digitization of 34 pre-
1900 titles whose subject is railroads in Illinois. Included in the selection are texts related
to legal proceedings, land sales, and commercial affairs of historic rail lines and
companies, including the Illinois Central Railroad. The set also includes several works
related to the Pullman strike of the late 19% Century. The items include a wealth of
statistical tables as well as names of key figures in some companies. Several of the titles
do contain fold outs, including maps, and though there are few other illustrations within
the selected items, two of the more whimsical books are railroad-related plays
handsomely illustrated with color drawings. One particular title, a set of annual reports
of the Railroad and Warehouse Commission of Illinois, numbers 13 volumes. Some
related items from the UIC Library coliections (and other libraries’ collections) have been
digitized and placed with the Open Content Alliance. These additional materials would
suitably complement the existing digitized texts. The texts, moreover, would
complement the selection of items built around the themes of Transportation Planning in
[llinois, 1910-1970 (as proposed by the Illinois Institute of Technology Library) and
Illinois Transportation Studies and Reports (as proposed by Northwestern University

Library).

The expansion of railroads into Middle America in the 19" Century opened
Illinois and surrounding states to greater settlement and rapid growth. The city of
Chicago especially benefited from this movement. Several of the titles in the selection
concern the Illinois Central Railroad, an especially interesting case for being the nation’s
first land-grant railroad. Though it is now part of the Canadian National Railway
company, at one point it boasted the longest rail line in the world, and eventuaily
connected much of the Midwest and Gulf Coast. An additional subset of the proposed
items relates to the Pullman Smke setting the history of railroads in Illinois within the
greater framework of late 19" Century labor movements. The Strike resulted in the
deaths of rail workers, thousands of dollars (at that time) of damage, and the eventual
annexation of the company town of Pullman by the city of Chicago. Among the
noteworthy events of 19™ century Illinois, the Strike is a dark and significant moment.
All together, these texts provide a multiple perspectives on what the railroad meant to
early Illinois. For its role in the settlement, growth, and development of the state, the
railroad is an essential part of Illinois heritage and, therefore, strongly fits the CARLI
Book Digitization Initiative theme of IHinois Culture and Heritage.
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