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Description of material to be digitized.  

The previously unpublished data and reports we propose to digitize constitute the 
scientific documentation of the changes in the river that resulted from changing human 
valuation and use of the rivers. Some of these data and reports were also instrumental 
in changing public attitudes, fish and game codes, and environmental laws.   

 

How does the proposal address the theme “Illinois Culture and Heritage”? 

The navigable rivers of Illinois were the routes for settlement, commerce, and cultural 
exchange, for both native Americans and for the European explorers, traders and 
settlers. The rivers and their alluvial valleys also provided a wealth of fish, game, 
mussels, wood for both fuel and construction, and rich floodplain soils whose fertility 
was renewed by sediments deposited during spring floods.  Starting in the 1880s, the 
Illinois Natural History Survey began investigating the basis for the high biological 
productivity of the Illinois and Mississippi rivers, to ensure that the fish and other natural 
resources were wisely managed for the welfare of citizens of the state. The fate of these 
resources and the people who use them have been entwined with historical changes in 
cultural values, legal doctrine, and economic development.  



Title
Publication 

Year # of Volumes Edition Publisher OCLC #
Checked OCA site   

yes/no
Sediment toxicity in Reach 15 of the Upper Mississippi River Aquatic 
Ecology Technical Report 97/1 1997 1 1 n/a n/a
1979 Fish and wildlife habitat changes resulting from construction . . . 1979 1 1 n/a n/a
visions for the Illinois River 1993 1 1 n/a n/a
Upper Mississippi River 1996 1 1 n/a n/a
Effects of fleeting on mussels 1985 1 1 n/a n/a
Long-term Illinois River fish population monitoring program 1991 1 1 n/a n/a
Long-term Illinois River fish population monitoring program 1997 1 1 n/a n/a
Effects of sediment on aquatic life 1977 1 1 n/a n/a
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