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Is the user’s IP 
address known to 

the library’s 
authentication 

system? 

Authentication challenge 
(from EZProxy, Bluestem, or 

whatever library uses to 
protect access to database 

list). Does user pass? 

User sees 
refusal 

message. 

Does the library display 
its database list to all 

users, affiliated/eligible or 
not? 

 

WebFeat’s search 
input / database 
selection page 

displays. 

User inputs a search and 
clicks the Submit button. Was 
the user authenticated before 
she saw the WebFeat search 

input / database selection 
page? 

Is the user’s 
IP address 
known to 

WebFeat? 

Authentication challenge 
(from EZProxy, Bluestem, 
or whatever library uses to 
protect access to selected 

databases). Does user 
pass? 

Database 
authorization: is 

WebFeat’s IP address 
known to the vendors 
of the databases the 

user selected? 

WebFeat’s 
connections to 
vendors’ sites 

must go through a 
non-rewriting proxy 

such as Proxy Plus, so 
that they look to the vendors 
like they come from within 

the library’s IP range. 

Searches 
executed. Results 

returned. 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes* 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

* Nearly all CARLI 
libraries have opted 
to inform their target 
database vendors 
of the WebFeat IP 
address assigned to 
their institution, 
rather than to install 
a non-rewriting 
proxy especially for 
the purpose of 
database 
authorization. 
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